USPFC BASEBALL-2025

GUIDING BODIES

United States Police and Fire Championships (USPFC)
7944 Convoy Ct., San Diego CA 92111

Tele. 858-571-9919; E-mail: 4info@cpaf.org

Major League Baseball Rules (as modified below)
www.mlb.com http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/official_info/official_rules/foreward.jsp

Designated hitter rule per MLB rules.

EVENTS
UNISEX: 18+

Team Creation Deadline: April 21, 2025

Rosters are limited to a maximum of 24 players plus a non-playing coach/manager. The
coach/manager may be sworn or non-sworn (within USPFC guidelines). However, only
sworn coaches/managers who submit an eligible entry and participate as a coach may
receive a medal. See the GENERAL SPORT RULES for coaches/managers release of liability
requirements.

EQUIPMENT
Wood bats only per MLB rules.

Baseballs - Must be new MLB approved baseballs. The type of baseball selected must be
approved by the USPFC Director for Baseball.

A MINIMUM OF THREE DOZEN EXTRA BASEBALLS SHALL BE AVAILABLE AT EACH FIELD
BEING USED.

A copy of the USPFC baseball rules, the USPFC general sports rules and MLB baseball
rulebook must be on-site at each complex at all times during the tournament. The sport
coordinator, assistant sport coordinator and umpire-in-chief must have a copy of and be
familiar with the contents of these sets of rules.

Bracket Chart - A large, complete bracket chart of the games schedule including both the
winners and the losers must be posted at each complex and kept up to date following the
completion of each game. This is best accomplished by assigning personnel dedicated to
doing this job throughout the tournament.

Score Books - One (1) per field for the official scorekeeper
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Lineup cards - Two (2) per field

Field Maintenance Equipment - Equipment and maintenance will be provided by the field
ground crew at each complex.

Water - Drinking water must be made available at each complex and available to the
players in the dugouts. Bottled water should be available for the competitors if possible.

BRACKETING

The tournament will be pool play of 3 or teams in each pool followed by a single
elimination tournament which will determine medal winners. All teams will advance to the
tournament.

SCHEDULING

Recommended scheduling for baseball is as follows:

The baseball competition will require four to five days depending on the number of teams
that enter.

The length of all games will be 7 innings, including the single elimination tournament.
Time limit: Two hours and thirty minutes.

Exception: All tournament games will be played until a winner is determined.

After 5 innings, if one team is 10 or more runs ahead the game will be called.

After 7 innings, if the teams are tied, the game will continue one inning at a time
(extra innings) until a winner is determined.

Exceptions: for pool play only:
After 7 innings and the game is tied, it will end. Both teams will receive 1 point for the tie.

GENERAL SPORT RULES for Baseball

The official batting line up requires a minimum of nine (9) batters. Teams may bat through
their entire order of rostered and available players or include any number between nine
(9) and the maximum of twenty-four (24) batters, team limit. (All batters must be on the
official team roster.) After a game has begun, a team may elect to add additional batters to
their line up to increase the original number of batters (at the end of the 5th inning, no
additional players may be added to the line-up. During medal play, there will be no
additions to the bottom of the line-up during any inning.
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Should a team not list all of their game available players as batters they may substitute any
of those players into any batting order position. That player must then bat in the inserted
batting order position until substituted for; pinch hitters are considered substitute batters.
Once a batter is replaced in the lineup batting order that player may not bat for the
remainder of the game; the player is still eligible to participate on defense without penalty
for substitution. Teams must complete the game with the same number of batters as on
their official game batting lineup. Should a listed batting lineup position not have a batter
available when that position comes to bat that position will receive an automatic out each
time throughout the game.

Open defensive substitution is permitted throughout the game. Players may change on
field and bench positions at any time in each and every inning. Rostered and available
players may play any one of the nine (9) defensive positions during an inning without a
penalty for substitution. This will allow greater player participation.

Speed Up Rule: When the catcher is on base or reaches base with 2 outs, he/she will be
replaced with a courtesy runner. This is to allow the catcher time to put his/her equipment
on prior to the start of the next half inning. The courtesy runner will be a player on the
same team that made the last out. This substitute does not affect the playing status of the
catcher or the courtesy runner. NO OTHER COURTESY RUNNERS WILL BE ALLOWED.
Playoff games will not use the speed up rule. (Teams might consider having another team
member or coach available to warm up the pitcher until such time as the catcher is
available during the playoff rounds.)

Designated runners will not be allowed.

Uniforms - All players shall wear similar color and style shirts with an Arabic number of
contrasting color at least six (6) inches in height on the back. No players on the same team
may wear identical numbers (Numbers 03 and 3 are examples of identical numbers.)
Players without numbers will not be permitted to play.

Metal cleats will be allowed on dirt fields. If the field is turf, no metal cleats will be allowed.

Protests will not be received or considered if they are based solely on a “judgment call”
made by an umpire. Protests presented due to rules interpretation and after an
on-diamond umpires only conference will be decided by conference between the diamond
coordinator and the on-field umpire crew-chief. The resulting decision(s) will be applied
and be final.

Players, coaches, managers, or other team members will not make disparaging or insulting
remarks to or about opposing players, officials, or spectators; or commit other acts that

Page | 3
December 2024



USPFC BASEBALL-2025

could be considered unsportsmanlike conduct. This includes behavior on and off the field
at the venue site. The penalty for violations by a player is, at minimum, prompt ejection of
the offender from the game. The offender must leave the field or spectator area
immediately. If the offender refuses to leave, his/her team will forfeit that game. Penalties
may also include suspension from following games. If a player is ejected from the last game
of the tournament, the player may be suspended from future games in the following year.
Severe offenses may result in being suspended temporarily or permanently from future
United States Police and Fire Championships.

A MANDATORY COACHES/MANAGERS MEETING WILL BE HELD PRIOR TO THE START
OF THE TOURNAMENT. A coach/manager or representative from each team must be
present at this meeting. The Sport Coordinator, Assistant Sports Coordinator and the
Umpire-in-Chief for the tournament will discuss rules and answer any questions.

Any team that does not send a representative to the meeting will forfeit the right to
Home team during the Pool Play. The Home team during the tournament will be
determined by the highest seeded team between the two teams playing.

TEAM REPRESENTATIVES WILL SUBMIT THEIR FINAL SIGNED TEAM ROSTERS AT THE
COACHES/MANAGERS MEETING. NO ADDITIONAL PLAYERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO BE
ADDED TO THE ROSTER AFTER THIS MEETING.
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AWARDS

A maximum of 25 sets of medals (1st through 3rd place) will be required. USPFC will advise
of the number of sets needed based on total entries, plus a reasonable margin.

ATTENTION COORDINATORS

THE USPFC GENERAL RULES APPLY TO ALL SPORTS.
YOU MUST BE FAMILIAR WITH ITS CONTENTS.

PRECISE RESULTS MUST BE FORWARDED
TO THE HOST COMMITTEE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE
CONCLUSION OF THIS SPORT

The USPFC Director assigned to your sport is
knowledgeable and experienced in providing assistance
during the preparation and running of the sport.
Questions, a detailed accounting of your preparations,
and any area requiring approval of the USPFC
shall be submitted in a timely
manner to this USPFC Director.

The USPFC Directors want to work with you
to make your sport a success.

PLEASE USE THE USPFC DIRECTORS AS A RESOURCE.
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